
BloodlocTM Safety System
Instru ctions for Use

PROCEDU RES FOR PH L EBOTOM ISTS

Pleas e note that patients  are w earing  a w ris tband w ith a three-letter Bloodloc
™  code. This  code is  u niqu e to each patient for the leng th of the hos pital s tay. 
Shou ld the patient be readm itted, a new  w ris tband w ith a new  Bloodloc™  code 
w ill be is s u ed. 

ThereThere are over 12,0 0 0  codes , and w ris t TABS w ill be color-coded in batches  to 
ens u re that there are never any du plications  in the hos pital at any tim e.

After draw ing  a s pecim en for type and cros s , the three-letter Bloodloc™  code 
is  trans cribed from  w ris tband to s pecim en tu be. Care s hou ld be tak en to print 
the code in capital letters  and circle it s o that there is  no confu s ion w ith the 
phlebotom is t's  pers onal initials .

TheThe Blood Bank  w ill accept only s pecim ens  s o coded. In the event a s pecim en 
is  received by the Blood Bank  w ithou t an identifying  three-letter Bloodloc™  
code, the s pecim en w ill be rendered invalid and w ill be dis carded. A fres h 
s am ple w ill be requ es ted. 
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BloodlocTM Safety System
In struction s for Use

PROCEDURES FOR B L OOD B A N K PERSONNEL

W h en  specim en s are receiv ed by th e B lood B an k th ey w ill h av e, in  addition  to 
th e ph lebotom ist's in itials, an  iden tifyin g th ree- letter B loodloc™ code, prin ted 
in  capital letters an d circled. Specim en s w ith out th is code w ill be ren dered 
in v alid an d discarded. A  request would th en  be m ade for a fresh  sam ple to be 
draw n  an d iden tified correctly.

Th eTh e B loodloc™ code is to be en tered in to th e patien t's curren t B lood B an k 
records w h ere it sh ould be readily accessible to a tech n ician  lockin g up blood. 
Th e follow in g steps are th en  taken  w h en  th e blood is ready for dispen sin g. 

• Th ree- letter B loodloc™ code is obtain ed from  patien ts B lood B an k records 
for curren t adm ission .

• B loodloc™ is set by lin in g up th ree- letter B loodloc™ code from  left to righ t, 
turn in g each  dial CL OCKW ISE, align in g w ith  arrow  m arked CODE.

•• L ock is placed on  lev el surface an d all th ree dials are en gaged by pressin g 
dow n  firm ly w ith  palm  of h an d on  cen ter. A  plastic rin g w ill separate from  th e 
bottom  an d is discarded. B loodloc™ is n ot set perm an en tly at th is code.

• M atch ed an d typed packed red cells are placed in to th e prov ided outer 
plastic bag.

•• B ack of lock is in serted th rough  h ole in  bag an d fron t section  is pressed firm ly 
togeth er. Dials are scram bled by turn in g in  eith er direction . B lood is n ow  ready 
for dispen sin g.
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BloodlocTM Safety System
In struction s for Use

PROCEDURES FOR NURSES

PleasePlease n ote th at patien t's n ow  w ear th e custom ary h ospital w ristban d to w h ich  
h as been  added a th ree- letter code. Th is code is un ique to each  patien t for th e 
len gth  of th e h ospital stay. Sh ould th e patien t be readm itted, a n ew  w ristban d 
w ith  a n ew  code w ill be issued. Th ere are ov er 1 2,0 0 0  codes, w h ich  w ill be 
color coded in  batch es to en sure th at th ere are n ev er an y duplication s in  th e 
h ospital at an y tim e.

W h enW h en  packed red cells are deliv ered to th e floor, th e usual ch ecks are 
perform ed to correctly iden tify th e patien t. 
Th e RB C un its w ill be issued locked up in  an  outer plastic bag. In  order to 
un lock th e blood th e follow in g steps m ust be taken :

• Th ree- letter B loodloc™ code is read from  patien t's w ristban d. 

• B loodloc™ dials are turn ed in  eith er direction  to align  th e patien t's        
B loodloc™ code letters from  left to righ t w ith  th e arrow  m arked CODE.

•• Pull B loodloc™ apart. If th e lock does n ot open  easily, rech eck th e code. If 
lock rem ain s closed, assum e th ere is an  error an d call th e B lood B an k.

• On  rem ov al of th e un it of blood, discard th e lock an d bag.

W e suggest elim in atin g th e secon d person  n eeded to ch eck th e w ristban d, 
blood un it an d accom pan yin g com patibility docum en ts sin ce th e B loodloc™ 
system  is a secure system  - if th e B loodloc™ w ill n ot open , it's a case of w ron g 
blood or w ron g patien t. 

B loodlocB loodloc M edical In c. supplies all of th e com pon en ts to im plem en t th e 
B loodloc™ Safety System .

• Lock fron ts w ith  3- lettered dial an d lock back

• Outer plastic bags w ith  h ole cut out

• Pre-coded w rist TAB S.
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BloodlocTM Safety System
Autologous Program

AUTOLOGOUS PROGRAM

Bloodloc™ addresses problems and provides answers

• In transfusion of homologous blood, there is a concern to transfuse ABO compatible 
blood.  When transfusing autologous blood, there is the added concern to transfuse a 
specifi c unit donated by a specifi c patient.

•• There are legal, ethical, and medical risks involved in transfusing a patient with 
homologous blood when autologous blood is available.

• There is a risk that an autologous donation may be transfused to a patient other than the 
donor.

How Bloodloc™ Works

•• At the fi rst donation, the patient is given a green wristband, bearing a unique three-letter 
code.  One character of the code will always be # .  This will be a special indicator that a 
particular patient has pre-donated and will act as a flag in the Blood Bank to prevent 
homologous blood being released ahead of autologous.  To ensure effectiveness of the 
system, the wristband should be worn up to and through the patient’s stay in hospital.

•• At the time of donation, the blood is tagged with the unique code.  After labeling, 
separating, and testing, the unit is placed in an outer plastic bag colored green and Bloodloc
™ is set to that patient’s code.  The tag is then removed and the lock scrambled.

• When blood is delivered to the Operating Room, Recovery Rood, or Nursing Unit, the staff 
is alerted to use the green bag before the clear plastic, avoiding use of the homologous 
ahead of autologous blood.

•• At each subsequent donation, the code is read off the patient’s wristband and the same 
procedure followed.

• When the patient requires a transfusion, he/she is assured of receiving his/her own blood.  
Access to the blood can only be gained by dialing the correct unique code.

www.bloodloc.com
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Originally, Novatek sold wrist tabs in 
sets of 1,500 Green (each code has a 
#) because the volume autologous 
transfusions has increased in the 
hospitals, the product is expanded to 
rotation of three colors in the same 
method that homologous wrist tabs 
are used.are used.
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BloodlocTM Safety System
Instructions for Blood Bank
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BloodlocTM Safety System
Securing the Code

To secure the code, insert back of lock through hole in plastic bag.

Holding index finger on code arrow, press front and back together.

Scramble all three dials to lock.
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