TAINTED BLOOD

Widow wants more care
taken with blood supply

By PAMELA COWAN
Leader-Post

Justice, not jail, is whal a Regina woman is hop-

ing for since police lald charges Wednesday in the
. national tainted-blood scandal.
' The RCHMP Blood Task Foree laid eriminal
charges agiinst four doclors, an American pharma-
" ceutical company and the Canadian Red Cross
more than two decades after thousands
. were infected with tainted bload.

dying and their children teft hehiod, he
. even became more adamant thal this
' message had to get out and people had to know
- what hsppened,” Betty Lou said.

Peter and Thomas had a mild form of hemophil-
ia, but they tacked Factor 8 — the clodting factor
made from the pooted plasma of a large number of
blaad donors. Peter cequired the factor to control
nosebleeds, which surgery later corr¢cted.

Howeyer, the damage was done.

“The subject of HIV and AIDS was so {aboo that
we lived with this for probably five years hefore we
mentioned to anybody what our situation was for
fear of rejectinn from people and fear for his job,"
RBelty Lou said, “When we finally did slort to tell
people about his condition, we had nothing but
suppo

The dccmon to disclose Peter’s condition wasn't
made lightly and was prompted when
Nikolaus, the couple’s son, started

“I can't say that I'want to see these QUOTABLE 4001, The Pelsings didn't want Niko-
© men go (o jail, but I want to see the gov- laus to think he or his parents had done
. cenment and the blood agency be move ¢¢ anything wrong.

. carctul and llnsm-e more integrity,” said Peter was frustrated many recom-
Belty Lou IFelsing. mcndations in Justiee Horace Kreser's
. Betly Lou’s 42-yearc-old hushand Pe- report on Canada’s blood system, pub-
; ter died in June, 1998. His 38-year-old e l want to lished in 1997, weren’t implemented.
. brother Thomas died in July, mggﬁx see the Following tl({e Kreser Commission, the
 hemophiliacs contracted RTV and he- RCMP Blood Tasl Force was created to
: pauuahe' is é: afler receiviag tainted blood,  SOVETNIMCH t Enum;hla guu-szalg ﬁ?o;:n:lng:s il:;‘\_fgstgm-
¢ she said. on into Canada ution
" " The Felsings learncd Peter was sick  and the blood  system.
. when he was declined life insurance in be “Peter was happy that the mvestiga-
* 1986 after routine blood tests. He ap-  AZCICY tion was going on, but felt that it was
. pcared healthy until the early 1990s more careful taking ‘way too much time aod people
¢ whea complications led 1o many hospi: who were living with it didn't have
» tag;;flas'& He bad (o quit work in April and have time. By 199798, so !gan)' hemophili;gs
1997. in Saskatchewan had passed away. He
" While battling ill hcalth, Peter more WRS angry.”

+ fought for accountability from those in . . Peter and Thomas were compensat:
. charge of Canada's blond supply. mtegmy. ed, but money can't. veplace a life, Betty
i “g:le ?\:-)::; :ro(l;rg player gn the ltéeg Lou “?;ﬂd. ) - it

1al negotiated compensation wi "My som is now Prowing up without a

. province of Saskatchewan, he was a 29 father and 1 wonder how much he will

: member of the AIDS Advisory commit- remember of his dad becat(;se he was

. tee here in Saskatchewan, he was a s0 young when his dad died, and that
. member of the national Hemophilia Betty Lou makes me sad."

Society board and as he saw his friends Felsing The Canadian Blood Services was

created o take over blowd donations
and manage Canuada’s blood supply.
Now prospeclive donors must answer in-depth
questions before they can give bload. Betty Lou
feels this system is safer.

“Although questions may feel invasive, they are
important questions to he asked to protect others
and I hope the blood agcucy pover gets away froin
asking those tough questions."
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