Man dies after receiving
blood from suspect batch

By DAVID WAHLBERG
dwahiberg@ajc.com

An cldersly man died after a
transfusion of blood—1hat was
ol a batch- was later
quarantined, federal officials
said Friday,
The American Red Cross

rcporél_:gd thst the uni(l!ehtiﬁed
man dicd in a Georgia hospi
but declined to gi deitnﬂsl? c'?tli
ing medical confidentiality and
thcsongoing oi:t;vestigation.

* Scveral other patients who
received blood from the st
batch eéxperienced problems,
from bacterial infections to an

allergic reaction, said Dr. Jessie
Goodman, director of the FDA
Center for Biologics Evaluation
and Research. _
Two of those incidents were
in Georgm, said Chris Hrouda,

chief executive- of Red Cross .

Blood Services Southern
Region in Atlanta.

“We have two reported
‘adverse reactions in Georgia
patients prior to [the fatality].
Neither of them . . . resuited in
death,” Hrouda said. '

The American Red Cross,
which collected and distributed
the blood, and the federal Food

and Drug Administration sev

there is no proof that the blood
caused the “advesse cvents.” -~

+ The man who “dicd after
receiving the transfusion suf-
fered from heart disease and
experienced “cardiac ar pulmo-
nary” failure, officials said. He

dicd Jan. 28 aller receiving (wo
units of blood the same day,
the Red Ctgf and the FDA
reported Friday. ’
'I'hca]!’(cd Cross ias['.h::}:m a
regional ¢ linc o -
mﬁds of |1t:11nllfl;°.“()f blood two
days after'the man died, after
120 blood bags were found to
contain unidentificd matler.

- “It is-not yet clcar whether
the events arc related W or
unreluled (o the possible pres-
ence of pasticulates,” the FDA
said In a statement Friday.
"Adverse cvents in the transfu-
sion sclling can ooccur for
many reasons, including rea-
sons related (o and unrelated

to the transfusion. FDA has no

indications of a hcightened
risk of adverse events related
to transfusions at this time."”
The quarantine ‘initially
affected much ‘of the blood
supply in Georgia, North Flor-
ida and parts of South Caro-
lina and lai¢r spread to-parts

-of Tennessee,* Kentucky, Illi-

nois and Missouri. -

Hospitals canceled elective,
surgerics as they rescrved
dwindling blood. supplies for
emergencics. Some new blood
was mide available this week,
somcwhal easing Lhe crunch.

Ten days after a Red Cross

worker found strange white
particles in bagsof blood, "

authorities still hgve not deter-
mined what caused the sus-
pected contaminatiost that led
te the quarantine. “ !

The Centers for Discase
Control and Prevention in
Allanta said Friday thal its test

results would nat be released .

until today or nexL week. .
The CDC earlier ruled out

“infectious agents commonly

used in- bioterroyism, but is

testing for possible industrial

contaminanis.

. nalion's second-

Both -the FDA and Red

" Cross officials said tests con-

firmed that some of the parti-
cles arc clumps: of platelets,
cells that allow.blood to clot. .
S“We don’t know what is the
cause of this phenomenon,”
Hrouda- said. “Why are th

. there? These are
. Why arc

there in such
quéntitics and in such size?"

- The FDA and-thc CDC
conlinue to test for possible
chemical contaminants and
other materials .that might
cxplain the otifer types of
particles.

“Any - particulatc matter,
ecven platelets,” which are
human cells and normally cir-
culate in our blood, could he
of contern,” Goodman sanid
“Platelets could encourage
clotting or other phenomena
in the blood.”

Baxter Healthcare * Corp.,.
the leading manufacturer of

in which blood is stored
and distributed, has said all
along that the matter in the

. bags is harmless blood .prod-
4 n Bood .

ucts, suc'll;h:s fibrin, pood
rotein. cpmpany,

?n the Chicago -suburb of.
Deerfield, L, tested.four of

its "bags of blood and then

tested 20 mare. The coinpany

said nothing unusual was

found. . a
“The FDA said Friday it has
received reparts of particles in
blood bags made by, manufac-
turers other than Baxter.
Terumao Medical Corp., the
st manu-
facturcr of blood bags, said in
a statement issued Friday that
there have been tiree reports
of particulate matter discov-
ered in biood packaped in Ter-
wno bags, which were not.
quamantined, = - "
“Most likely the particulate
matter is blood-detived in
nature,” the stalement read.
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The Red Cross has guaran-
tined blood since unidentified
matter was discavered.

There have been no reported
adverse reactions related . to

those units of blood, uccording.

to the company statcraent.

Jeffrey Mirxipo), Terumo vige
-president an genera! manag-
er, speaking Friday from its
North American headquarters
in Somerset, N.J., said the par-
ticuldte maiter is probably a
naturally occurring, biological
product, such as “platelet
material, cellular’ material,
fibrin, clot materinl or hpcm:c
materials.”

The FDA adws:ed any blood
collection dgency that detects
" particles in blood. to quaran-

Line the sup-pli It also recom-
mended anced visual

“said. “The

; mcf)echon measures that

de placing 'blood bags on
a flat surface at room tempera-
ture and, after 10 minutes,
looking | for any debris.
" The "while material —
which has been divided into
four groups, ranging’ from
flakes to clumps to cily slicks
- was discovered Jan, 29,
“We are continuing to look
into everything,” Hrouda said.
“The temperaturc of the prod-

" ucts, the processing steps,

every potential variable is
being considered.”

FDA investigators arc -still
on site at the Atlanta office, he
final answérs are
gomg to have:to. come from
the FDA and CDC.”

Some ‘metro arca hospital
officials expressed concern
about the ongo Mpi,ﬂnuamtinn.
especially with ta playing
host to the NBA All-Star
Game and reated events this
weekend and the heightened
national terrorism alcrt
announced Friday.

But the arca's mam trauma
center said it is 3

“Just as Gra y Henlth Sys-
tem preparced for the Olym-
p;us, wedals'o h;vc a plan in
paceto eal with coergencies

this weelend,” said Dr. Curtis
Lem“ s, Grady hospslal chief of
sla
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